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Legal Process for people seeking Asylum 
 

1. Arrival in Maine. If people do not have housing, asylum seekers may go to General 
Assistance (GA) 196 Lancaster St, Portland.  GA sends people to either Family 
Shelter, Oxford Street (men’s) or Florence House (women’s) Shelter.  

 
2. Applying for Asylum – I-589 application must be sent to Immigration within a year. 

However, few benefits are available until they have filed, so it is advised they file as 
soon as possible. An appointment should be made at Immigrant Legal Advocacy Project 
(ILAP) for an assessment, and then they may help with the affidavit, or an asylum 
seeker can get an attorney or do it themselves. Notification from USCIS that it has been 
received happens within about 2-3 months. ILAP is encouraging people to submit at 
least a “skeleton” application immediately since the process is taking longer and it is 
very important that the details of the application are accurate. Because it is difficult to 
get an Immigration attorney to file the I-589 quickly, it’s best not to put all the details in 
the initial application. ILAP has workshops to teach people how to fill out the application. 
No one should pay anyone except an immigration expert to do the application, and it 
should be looked over by an immigration attorney or someone who has been trained to 
do these applications if the person does it themselves. 

 
3. Receiving the A# (Alien #) - Receipt acknowledgement notice comes with A# along with 

a 2-page document with a date for fingerprints to be taken.  
 

4. Receipt acknowledgement document is taken to the Immigration Office, 176 Gannett 
Drive, South Portland for fingerprinting within the time frame specified. Don’t miss this 
date! 
 

5. Once A# is received 
a. Families may apply for DHHS benefits (SNAP- Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program), FedCap (families), Maine Care, WIC (pregnant or children 
0-5) 

 
6. Applying for work permit  

a. Wait for exactly 150 days before applying for work permit. People can’t mail the 
application for a work permit until the 150th day. 
 

b. It takes about 3 months before work permit is issued. The Employment 
Authorization Document (work permit) is for two years, then renewed.  The first 
one is free, but second permit costs $410 (however people may apply for a fee 
waiver).  

 
7.  Get work permit – DHHS/Fedcap services end – SNAP and MaineCare continue for 

children  
 

8.  GA has a cap of 24 months. If people get a job and get off GA before the 24 months, 
they can go back on if there is an emergency. They can’t go back to GA if they decide to 
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quit their job or do not have a legitimate emergency. Any changes in circumstance or 
income must be reported to GA or people are in danger of being penalized.  

 
9.  Wait for Immigration Hearing is now taking 2-4 years. 

 
10.  Following the hearing Asylum is either granted or denied. If it’s denied, people can 

appeal to court (Be sure to get a paid lawyer for the asylum hearing and/or appeal) 
Because it takes so long to get a hearing people should be saving for attorney’s fees. 

 
11.   Have appeal hearing with Judge or hearing officer. 

 
 


